[Peripheral neuropathy and mixed cryoglobulinemia: clinical, neuro- physiological and pathological signs in a group of 12 patients].
This retrospective study involved a series of 12 patients with peripheral neuropathy and mixed type III cryoglobulinemia. The predominating symptoms were sensory. In patients with essential cryoglobulinemia, neuropathy most often presented as multiple mononeuropathy, while polyneuropathic forms were most common among those with secondary cryoglobulinemia. The absence of cryosensitivity was evident in secondary forms. Both neurophysiological and morphological examination revealed a predominance of axonal neuropathy. Two cases of demyelinating neuropathy were found among those with secondary cryoglobulinemia associated with monoclonal gammopathy. Although the vascular lesion was clearly demonstrable in muscle and skin tissue, this was not so in the nervous system.